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Программа курса лекций С.К.Сукумарапиллаи

НИУ ВШЭ, Москва, ул. Шаболовка, д. 26 

2 октября – 4 октября 2013 г
Environmental Statistics and Environmental Economic Accounting

2 октября 2013 г., среда
Session 1. Framework for the Development of Environmental Statistics (FDES)
10:30–11:50, ауд.3316

FDES is a framework prepared by the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) in 1984 to collect, compile and disseminate the statistical data on Environment. It identifies the components of the environment like flora, fauna, atmosphere, water etc., and classifies into various information categories like social and economic activities, environmental impacts etc. The main purpose of the Framework was to assist the member countries in the development, coordination and organization of environment statistics that can be used for the review of environmental problems and concerns and the determination of their quantifiable aspects. The process of the revision of the FDES is underway and the first draft was circulated for discussion in the year 2013.

This session will give a general introduction to the environment statistics especially with respect to its classification and coverage.
Session 2. Natural resources in System of National Accounts (SNA)
12:10–13:30, ауд.3316

The System of National Accounts (SNA) is a framework of accounting procedures to estimate economic activities such as Gross Domestic Product (GDP), Gross National Product (GNP), saving rates, trade balance and so on. The SNA constructed a group of indicators to capture the state of health of the economy. The latest in the series is the SNA-2008, which incorporates many of the environmental concerns of the present day economic development. Natural resources are also recorded in SNA as a part of national wealth valuated at market prices. 
This session will be an introduction to the concept of the accounting principles narrated in the SNA. The Environmental Economic accounting (SEEA – Central Framework) is also basing its accounting principles on the SNA.

3 октября 2013 г., четверг

10:30–11:50, ауд. 5214
12:10–13:30, ауд. 5214
Session 3 & Session 4. System of Environmental-Economic Accounting Central Framework (SEEA-CF)
In 1993, United Nations Statistical Commission (UNSC) established an informal group of statisticians, called ‘London Group on Resource Accounting’. The objectives of the gathering was to evolve the best practice in theory and practice of environmental accounting confining to the framework of SNA and to supply a forum for sharing national and international developments in environmental accounting. It also aimed at promotion of best practices in the field through dissemination of the major findings of the group activity. The London Group broadened the conventional and rather rigid definition of assets adopted and followed under the SNA and developed an alternative system of national accounting incorporating all natural resource assets like land, soil, water, air etc., which form part of the environmental functions like waste absorption, ecological functions like habitat, flood and climate control, other non-economic amenities like wild biota, subsoil assets, land, water, air etc. ‘The Handbook of National Accounting: Integrated Environmental and Economic Accounting’ (SEEA) published in 2003, has evolved certain monetary evaluation techniques to value the non-market functions of the natural resources. The environmental assets identified by the SEEA are classed under the following categories: (a) natural resources; (b) mineral and energy resources; (c) soil resources; (d) water resources; (e) biological resources; (f) land and associated surface water; and (g) ecosystems. Those categories were useful to assess the impact on sustainability of natural resources and development. As the economic development and growth gather momentum, it should ensure ecological welfare by maintaining key environmental functions.

The SEEA CF was adopted by the UNSC in 2012 as an international statistical standard for collection and dissemination of information on environmental – economic accounting. It recognizes only two economic activities like environmental protection and resource management as ‘environmental’ activities. Environmental activities are restricted to these economic activities whose primary purpose is to reduce or eliminate pressure on the environment or to make more efficient use of natural resources.  

The sessions will cover a brief history and evolution of environmental accounting, basic concepts of accounting and the valuation principles.
4 октября 2013 г., пятница

10:30–11:50, ауд.5306

Session 5. A Framework for Climate Change Statistics

United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) has recognized ‘Climate Change’ as a subject for development of Environmental indicators in collaboration with the Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Working Group. Climate change is thus a subject in the UN statistical framework for the development of environmental statistics though that is restricted to only the indicators related to emissions of Green House Gases. The framework for environmental statistics however covers most of the statistical indicators, which are also related with climate change. It is therefore difficult to segregate climate change as a separate subject outside the domain of environment statistics. What is important is to examine the availability of statistics for climate change indicators either under the system of environmental statistics per se or through special mechanisms addressing climate change issues.
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